KTAY—R—/— M

5536[0] 3R 7 (= PR AR

= FESTIVAL

= 2023

#05

Oct.27 Fri.
Day5

© 2023 TIFF

T FFET —2— BREE%5E

Festival Navigator Ando Momoko on Her Love of Film
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If you look up “film” in the
dictionary, you'll find “integrated arts”
as a definition. As a student, | traveled
the world to various international film
festivals with the films directed by
my father, actor and director Okuda
Eiji, and now see films as a “common
language” connecting the world.

Whether depicting the past or the
future, so long as creators are living
in the present, their works express
that "present”; they are the "life" of the
times. Watching films from around the
world facilitates social inquiry. Film
festivals serve as a vector, a guide to
the future.

This year, I've held filmmaking
workshops with children across Kochi
Prefecture. | also led a filmmaking
workshop for teens at the Nara
International Film Festival (executive
director, Kawase Naomi) this summer,
where | got to see participants take the
initiative and work together to make
films. The theme of the workshop
was ‘compass, and the children were
overflowing with bright, bold ideas,
which provided me with some amazing
insights.

A compass helps determine one’s
course in relation to the horizon.
Altering your course by just 0.lmm
to follow a brighter one, an almost
insignificant change, will result in a
drastic deviation from your starting
point and tremendous change ten
years down the track. Children gain a
wider perspective by looking around
them more. International film festivals,
where people and films from around
the world gather, are a “‘compass” that

broadens our horizons and turns our

attention toward future possibilities.
We hope the younger generation will
come and experience the many films
being shown.

This year marks the 120th
anniversary of Ozu Yasujiro's birth. It's a
great honor to act as navigator for this
year’s festival and to be on the TIFF
poster with my father. Our generation
sits right between the last generation
to experience World War Il and the
new generation exposed to iPads at
birth. We may face a generation gap
both in terms of language and values,
but none of us would be here today
without the efforts of those who came
before us. Wanting to pass the baton,
| asked Tsugawa Masahiko to share
his experience of war in 0.5mm (18th
Shanghai International Film Festival Asian
New Talent Award for Best Film, Best
Director and Best Screenplay). His words
evoke images of the war | recognize in
Ozu's films. Ozu himself was drafted
into the military, and shadows of
his experiences can be glimpsed
throughout his postwar works. | love
Ozu's films, which shed warm light
on those shadows and portray the
emotions of war survivors in a tender,
humane way. Film is a medium that
embraces painful memories head-on
and connects them to the future. |,
myself, seek to follow in the spirit of
our predecessors and pass their baton
on to future generations.

In light of my work with children in
Kochi, I'm paying particular attention
to TIFF's Youth section with Teens
Meet Cinema this year. As an aside, |
recently finished shooting a short film,

which | hope you'll enjoy.
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Kurosawa Akira’s Favorite Films
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Throne of Blood

HA Japan
1957/110min/Japanese
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Director: Kurosawa Akira
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An epic film adapted from Shakespeare’s
“Macbeth”. In the Sengoku period, Warlord
Washizu Taketoki assassinates his lord and

takes Spider’s Web Castle, but soon falls into
madness.
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ASIAN CINERAMA HONG KONG FOCUS

Go-hosted by Asian Film Awards Academy  Financially Supported by Create Hong Kong, Hong Kong Film
Development Fund  Presented under the auspices of Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office (Tokyo)
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&% Hong Kong
2023/98min/Cantonese
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Director: Cheuk Wan-chi
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Paramedic Wong Wai is assigned to ride with
Jerry Ma. After some time, Jerry influences
Wai to remember once again that the aim of
paramedic work is to save every victim...

©LUCKY BIRD PICTURES GMBH, C-FILMS AG, IRIS PRODUCTIONS S.A.
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International Premiere
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Blind at Heart
RAY/ZAR /NI TIVD
Germany/Switzerland/Luxembourg
2023/137min/German
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Director: Barbara Albert
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Leading Austrian director Barbara Albert adapts
German author Julia Franck’s novel, which tells
the biography of a military nurse searching for
her own way of life after an unhappy marriage.



